UNIGDSUS FEDERAL PROGRAMS LIFT

STRONGER COMMUNITIES. STRONGER AMERICA. M I LLIO N s O F LATI N os
OUT OF POVERTY

Latinos* represent one in six Americans and are poised to shape the

nation’s future as one of the fastest-growing segments of the population.
Today, the U.S. Hispanic population stands at 56 million and, by 2050, is
estimated to reach 106 million, accounting for one out of every four
people in the country.? The Hispanic community’s size, work ethic, and
resilience have contributed to the national economic resurgence
following the Great Recession. Nevertheless, a considerable portion of
Latinos continue to lag behind, struggling to put food on their tables and
a roof over their heads. In 2015, about 22% of Latinos were living in

poverty, compared to 14% of all Americans.®

For more than 50 years, anti-poverty programs have helped ensure that working
families are lifted out of poverty when times are tough or their wages are too

low for them to be able to make ends meet. These programs are collectively
known as the “social safety net” and are at risk. The Trump administration’s budget
request for fiscal year 2018 aims to undermine these programs by imposing
unprecedented cuts to fund tax breaks for both corporations and the extremely
wealthy on the backs of the most vulnerable members of our communities.*
Proposed cuts to these programs would have a significant effect on the millions
of Latinos who struggle to make ends meet. Using data from the U.S. Census
Supplemental Poverty Measure, this fact sheet provides evidence of the strong
anti-poverty effect of selected supports, including the number or share of Latinos
participating and lifted out of povertyf

* The terms "Hispanic” and "Latino” are used interchangeably by the U.S. Census Bureau and
throughout this document to refer to persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central and South
American, Dominican, Spanish, and other Hispanic descent: they may be of any race. UnidosUS
(formerly the National Council of La Raza) is the largest Latino advocacy organization in the United
States. Any reference to the National Council of La Raza or NCLR in this document refers to analysis
conducted by UnidosUS prior to its name change on July 10, 2017.

t In this analysis, the poverty rate and number of people in poverty is based on the U.S. Census
Bureau's Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM), which extends the official poverty measure
by taking into consideration many of the government programs (i.e., tax credits and noncash
transfers) designed to assist low-income individuals that are not included in the current official
poverty measure. While the Census SPM provides a more complete view of the anti-poverty
effect of government transfers than the official measure, the SPM still understates these effects
because households in Census surveys, as in many surveys, tend to underreport their income from
government programs. For more information about underreporting in the SPM, see Arloc Sherman
and Danilo Trisi, "Safety Net More Effective Against Poverty Than Previously Thought,” Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, May 6, 2015.
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CTC SNAP HUD TANF LIHEAP
982,000 1.289,000 720,000 629,000 191,000 43,000
562,000 639,000 275000 139,000 102,000 20,000

Source: NCLR analysis of 2016 data from Census Bureau's Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement & Supplemental
Poverty Measure public use files (Washington, DC: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016) https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html.

Federal Refundable Tax Credits

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

- In tax year 2015, 27 million tax filers received $67 billion worth of tax credits
through the EITC, and the latest Census data show that 349 of EITC beneficiaries
were Latino.®

- EITC lifted approximately 2.7 million Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including
approximately 1.4 million Latino children®

Child Tax Credit (CTC)

- In tax year 2014, 19.8 million tax filers received $26.6 billion worth of tax credits
through the refundable portion of the CTC, and the latest Census data show that
33% of CTC beneficiaries were Latino.”

- CTC lifted an estimated 981,000 Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including an
estimated 560,000 Latino children®
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Federal Anti-Poverty Programs

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
- In February 2017 42.2 million people received food assistance through SNAP, and
the latest Census data show that 22% of SNAP households were Latino.?

- SNAP lifted approximately 1.3 million Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including
approximately 640,000 Latino children.'©

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
- As of December 2016, there were 8.3 million people receiving SSI benefits, and
the latest Census data show that 159 of SSI beneficiaries were Latino."

- SSI lifted approximately 630,000 Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including
approximately 140,000 Latino children.?

Rental Assistance

- Of the 4.5 million households receiving federal rental assistance, approximately
738,000 were Latino households.®

- Federal rental assistance lifted approximately 720,000 Latinos out of poverty in
2015, including approximately 270,000 Latino children™

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

- Of the 31 million households receiving TANF in FY 2015, 37% were Latino.®

- TANF lifted approximately 190,000 Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including
approximately 100,000 Latino children®

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

- Of the six million households receiving federal help to pay their energy bills
in fiscal year 2016, the latest Census data show that approximately 23% of
beneficiaries were Latino.”

- LIHEAP lifted approximately 40,000 Latinos out of poverty in 2015, including
approximately 20,000 Latino children.®
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