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Executive Summary and 
Analysis: Florida

The following executive analysis is a compilation of UnidosUS 
primary and secondary research. The analysis and data 
presented is focused on the most important issues for the 
next president to address, including health care, jobs and the 
economy, and immigration. 

Latinos in Florida

•	Florida is home to more than five million Latinos.1 Currently, Latinos make up 26% of the 
state’s population.2 Nearly three-quarters (74%) of Hispanic adults in Florida are U.S. citizens;3 
among non-citizens, about 62% are legal permanent residents.4 

•	 In Florida, Latino households contributed more than $23.5 million in federal, state, and local 
taxes in 2017. They also possessed a spending power exceeding $77.2 million that year.5

•	Ninety-one percent of Hispanic children in Florida (ages 0–17) are U.S. citizens;6 nearly half 
have at least one foreign-born parent.7

•	 In 2018, more than half of Latinos in Florida were burdened by the high cost of rent, meaning 
that they spent more than 30% of their income on it.8 Latinos in Florida are more likely (61%) 
to be burdened by high rental costs than Floridians (56%) overall.9

•	Hispanic workers in Florida continue to play outsize roles in major U.S. industries, most 
notably, in the construction and agricultural industries. In 2017, Latinos accounted for 39% of 
construction workers and 52% of agricultural workers in the state.10

Latinos and the 2020 Election

•	 In 2020, Latino voters will play a decisive role in at least 23 of the most competitive House 
races, including one in Florida. 

•	 In the 2016 presidential election, nearly one in five Floridians who cast a ballot was Latino. 

•	The number of potential voters is much greater—nearly 40% of eligible Latino citizens of 
voting age in the state are still in need of registration. In the last presidential election, 87% of 
registered Latinos voted in Florida.11

•	 In Florida, there are about three million U.S. citizens of voting age.12 
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•	According to an UnidosUS poll, 86% of Florida’s Latino voters are motivated to vote in the 
November 2020 election for president, Congress, and other offices. 

•	Among these voters, 86% say that participating in voting and elections can make a real 
difference in their lives.

•	 In Florida, registered Latino voters say that the most important issues that the next president 
should focus on are health care, jobs and the economy, and immigration. 

•	  The most important candidate qualities for Florida Latino voters are someone who values 
diversity and brings people together; who has realistic, achievable policy ideas and goals; and 
who fights for their priorities and is willing to compromise to get things done.13

Health Care. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) resulted with historic coverage gains and 
consumer protections that are vulnerable to being reversed. We must continue to strengthen 
the law so that it works for more Americans, including Latinos. More work is needed to 
increase access, affordability, and quality so that more families have the opportunity for health 
coverage and care.   

•	The uninsured rate for Florida Latinos in 2018 was 18%, compared to 29% in 2013.14 

•	More than 3.2 million Floridians, including children, seniors and veterans are on Medicaid and 
Latinos account for one-third of participants (1.1 million).15

•	Approximately 190,000 Latinos in Florida fall into the Medicaid coverage gap.16 

•	According to an UnidosUS poll, 40% of Latino voters polled in the state said that  
reducing health care costs would most help them save money for an emergency  
expense or for the future. 

•	According to the poll, 63% of Latinos in Florida say they would be much more likely to 
support a candidate who favored policies to lower the cost of prescription drugs, and 
another 52% would be much more likely to support a candidate who favored policies that 
provide increases in financial help to lower the cost of buying health insurance.

Jobs and the Economy. The national economy may be growing, but Latinos continue to 
struggle to get ahead. After paying bills and essentials, the majority of Latinos have no extra 
money at the end of the month. 

•	According to an UnidosUS poll, 81% of Latino voters in Florida say that in this economy, 
housing costs keep going up, and many hardworking Americans can’t afford a place to live.

•	 In Florida, 21% of Latino voters said they spent more than 40% of their income on  
housing costs.

•	Nearly half (46%) of Latino voters say that reducing housing costs would most help them 
save money for an emergency expense or for the future. 

•	Another 81% of Latino voters say wages are stagnant, and many people need to work two or 
three jobs to get by.

•	More than one-third (33%) of voters said higher wages would make the most positive 
difference in their lives right now.

•	According to the poll, 50% of Latinos in Florida said they would be much more likely to 
support a candidate who favored paid family and sick leave policies that allow all workers 
and employees to have some income while they take time away from work. 
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